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Breeding Raptor Survey

Buzzard were observed on 148 occasions during the breeding raptor surveys (see Appendix 7-4, Figure 
7*4*33). Buzzard were recorded at all six survey locations, and on all or most survey dates at each 
location. Observations were of between one and six birds, witfi most observations being of birds 
commuting, hunting, soaring or perched. There were 16 observations relating to breeding behaviour, 
including displaying, mobbing, provisioning and chicks calling (see Confidential Appendix 7-5, Figure 
7-5-5). These observations related to four confirmed breeding territories, three of which were confirmed 
to have fledged at least one chick. The territories ranging from approximately 6(X)m to 2.3km fi'om the 
nearest turbine.

Incidental Observations

Buzzard were observed on 31 occasions as incidental records during waterbird distribution and 
abundance surveys (see Appendix 7*4, Figure 7*4*34). All observations were of one or two birds 
commuting, hunting or perched. Observations ranged from approximately 1.3km to 11km from the 
nearest turbine.

Breeding Summary

In summary, there were four confirmed breeding territories identified during the survey period ranging 
fi’om ^proximately 600m to 2.3km from the nearest turbine. The observations of probable breeding 
behaviour during surveys are likely associated with these confirmed territories. All breeding territories 
are presented in Confidential Appendix 7-5, Figure 7-5-6.

7 3815 Sparrowhawk
Sparrowhawk were observed in the breeding and winter seasons. Raw survey data and maps are 
provided in Appendix 7-4.

Vantage Point Surveys

Sparrowhawk were observed on five occasions during the vantage point surveys (see Appendix 74, 
Figure 74-35). Sparrowhawk were observed, on average, once every 29 hours of surveys. All 
observations were of one or two birds commuting or hunting. There were two observations within 
500m of the turbines, this represents 40% of observations during these surveys. There were only two 
observations during the core breeding season for this species (April to August). There was no evidence 
of breeding recorded during these surveys.

Breeding Walkover Surveys

Sparrowhawk were observed on only two occasions during the breeding walkover surveys (see 
Appendix 74, Figure 7-4-36). Sparrowhawk were recorded on 25% of survey dates. Both observations 
were of individuals commuting and soaring. Both observations were within 500m of the turbines. There 
was no evidence of breeding recorded during these surveys.

Breeding Raptor Survey

Sparrowhawk were observed on three occasions during the breeding raptor surveys (see Appendix 74, 
Figure 7-4-37). Sparrowhawk were recorded at two of the six survey locations, and on average on one 
survey date per location. All observations were of individuals commuting. Observations were between 
approximately 300m and 2.7km from the nearest turbine. There was no evidence of breeding recorded 
during these surveys.
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7 3.316 Passerines (Red Listed)
The BoCCI Red listed species grey wagtail, meadow pipit, redwing, stock dove, swift and 
yellowhammer were recorded during the surveys. Grey wagtail were observed on 18 occasions, with up 
to two birds being recorded per observation. Meadow pipit were observed on 11 occasions, with up to 
six birds being recorded. Redwing were observed on seven occasions, with up to 56 birds being 
recorded. Stock dove were observed on nine occasions, with up to two birds being recorded. Swift 
were observed on six occasions, with up to two birds being recorded. Yellowhammer were observed on 
84 occasions, with up to four birds being recorded.

7 4 Receptor Evaluation
7 41 Determination of Population Importance

A determination of population importance for birds within the likely ZOI is provided below, following 
criteria described in Section 7.2.6. Estimates of national population sizes were obtained from the most 
recent species-specific national survey, or national surveys by Buike etsJ. (2018), Lewis era/. {2019a), 
Crowe etal. (2014) and Lewis etai. (2019b), or Ireland’s Article 12 Reporting 2013-2018 (EU, 2022), 
depending on what literature was available. Estimates for mean county population sizes were obtained 
from species-spedfic surveys, a review of I-WeBS sites within Wexford^ or derived from national 
estimates, according to what literature was available.

Following NRA (2009), a population of National Importance is a regularly occurring population th^ 
exceeds 1% of the n^onal population. Similarly, a population of County Importance is a regularly 
occurring population that exceeds 1% of the county population. Locally Important (Higher Value) 
{X>pulations are resident or regularly occurring species of conservation concern of importance at the 
local level, while Locally Important (Lower Value) populations are resident or regularly occurring 
spedes of some local importance.

7 411 Golden Plover
The national wintering population of golden plover is estimated to be 80,707 birds (Burke etal., 2018) 
and the county wintering population is estimated to be 17,293 birds^ (I-WeBS mean count for the 
period 2016/17 - 2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 807 birds 
is required for classification as National Importance and of 172 birds for classification as County 
Importance.

This species was infrequently recorded during surveys, with oiJy four observations of up to 150 birds 
within a 500m radius of turbines. Given how infrequently birds were observed and that there were no 
observations exceeding the threshold of county importance, there is no evidence of a regulariy 
occuntog population of ecological algnificance using the site.

7412 Kingfisher
The national breeding population of kingfisher is estimated to be 368-1031 pairs (NPWS Article 12 
Reporting). There are no published figures for the County Wexford population of kingfisher. Using the

' Please note that these Bgures are estimates based on the best available infcamation but should be interpreted with a degree of 
caution.
^ It is Mefy' that this hgure is an underestimate of the county population given that this ^secies will utilise agricultural grasslands 
and other habitats not tyjacally surveyed during /• WeBS counts.
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distribution of kingfisher across Ireland finxn the breeding bird adas^ (2007-2011) the County population 
of kingfisher is estimated to be 7-21 pain, 'nierefore, as per NRA (2009), and taking the conservative 
minimum value, a regulariy occurring breeding population of four pain is required for classification as 
National Importance and of one pair for classificatitm as County Impralance. There are no estimates 
available for the n^onal wintering kingfisher peculation due to survey constraints, althou^ this species 
is believed to be widely distributed (Cummins eta/., 2010b). Similariy, I-WeBS counts are generally too 
limited to provide an estimate for the county wintering population. Thus, in the absence of national and 
county population estimate, and following the precautionary princcle, regular records of wintering 
kingfisher are treated as County Importance.

This species was recorded on three occasions during the survey period, over 3.7km from the site. Based 
on this low frequency of occurrence and the separation distance of observations, there is no evidence of 
a regularly occurring population of ecological ilpilficance using the site.

7 41.3 Peregrine Falcon
The national breeding popul^on of peregrine is estimated to be 425 pairs (National Breeding 
Peregrine Survey 2017). There are no published figures for the County Wexford population of 
peregrine. Using the distribution of peregrine across Ireland from the breeding bird atlas* * (2007-2011) 
the County population of peregrine is estimated to be 12 pairs. Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a 
regularly occurring breeding population of four pairs is required for classification as National 
Importance and of one pair for classification as County Importance. There are no estim^s available 
for the national or county winterii^ population. Thus, in the absence of national and county population 
estimate, and following the precautionary principle, regular records of wintering peregrine are treated 
as County Importance.

This species was recorded on four occasions the site during surveys. Taking a precautionary 
approach, given the number of observ^Uions and the nature of this species, the population recorded at 
the site could be assod^ed with a population of County Importance.

7 41.4 Black-headed Gull
The national wintering population ofblack-headed gull is estimated to be 48,821 birds (Lewis eta/., 2019a) 
and the coimty wintering population is estimated to be 4,306 birds^ (I-WeBS mean count for the period 
2016/17 - 2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 488 birds is 
required for classification as National Importance and of 43 birds for dassification as County Importance.

Black-headed gull were regularly recorded at the site during the winter season only, with a peak count 
of 215 birds being observed. Flocks of county importance (>43 birds) were recorded on two occasions 
at the site. All observations occurred during the winter season, therefore the site is likely of no 
ecological significance to this spedes during the breeding season.

Black-headed gull are an SCI species for Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (wintering population only). 
The foraging distance of black-headed gull is a maximum of 40km (Thaxter et a/, 2012), therefore 
there is potential for the population at the Proposed Development to be assodated with this SPA.

^ Bird Adas data 6t>m Ae National Biodiversity Data Centre was used to estimate the county peculation. Ihesenc^Misence 
bectad data used to estimate Ae proportion of Ae national population Aat occurs A Ae county. The national peculation was 
Aen multiplied by this percentage to give a county population climate.
* Bird Adas data 6rom Ae National Biodiversi^ Data Centre was used to estimate Ae county population. Resenc^Absence 
bectad data was used to estimate Ae preportion of Ae national population Aat occurs A Ae county. The national population was 
then muAplied iy this percentage to give a couny population estimate.
^ It is likely Aat this Bgure is an underestimate of Ae county population given Aat this c^cies will utilise agricultural grasslands 
and oAer habitats ncti typically surveyed during I-WeBS counts.
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For the winter season, (xi a precautionary basis, it is considered that observations were associated with a 
population of Coun^ Importance.

7 415 Brent Goose
The national wintering population of Brent goose is estimated to be 30,295 birds (NPWS Article 12 
Reporting) and the county wintering population is estimated to be 3,215 birds (I-WeBS mean count for 
the period 2016/17 - 2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 302 
birds is required for classification as National Importance and of 32 birds for classification as County 
Importance.

Brent goose were only observed on one occasion during surveys, with a flock of seven birds being 
observed. Furthermore, this observation was ^proximately 3.8km from the nearest turbine and there 
were no observations within the site. Therefore, there is no evidence of a regularly occurring 
population of ecological significance using the site.

7.4.1.6 Cormorant
The national wintering population of cormorant is estimated to be 7,967 birds (NPWS Article 12 
Reporting) and the county wintering population is estimated to be 316 birds (I-WeBS mean count for 
the period 2016/17 - 2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 79 
birds is required for classification as National Importance and of just 3 birds for classification as County 
Importance.

Cormorant were only observed during waterbird distribution and abundance surveys, with the closest 
observation being approximately 3.3km fi'om the nearest turbine. Therefore, there is no evidence of a 
regulaify occunlng population of ecological significance using the site.

7.4.17 Grey Heron
The national population of grey heron is estimated to be 1,943 birds in winter and 3,087 pairs during 
the breeding season (NPWS Article 12 Reporting) and the county wintering population is estimated to 
be 61 birds (I-WeBS mean count for the period 2016/17 - 2020/21). The majority of observations were 
in the winter season, therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 19 birds is 
required for classification as National Importance and of just one bird for classification as County 
Importance during the winter season.

There was only one observation of grey heron at the site (this observation was during the breeding 
season). The remainder of observations were in the winter season and the closest record was 
approximately 3.1km from the nearest turbine. Therefore, there is no evidence of a regularly occurring 
population of ecological significance using the site.

7.4.18 Lapwing
The national wintering population of lapwing is estimated to be 69,823 birds (Burke et al., 2019) and 
the county wintering population is estimated to be 10,547 birds (I-WeBS mean count for the period 
2015/16 - 2019/20). Tlrerefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 698 birds is 
required for classification as National Importance and of 105 birds for classification as County 
Importance.

Lowing were regularly recorded in the hinterland of the wind farm during surveys within an 8km 
radius of the study area during the post-breeding and winter season, including flocks of up to 359 birds 
(County Importance). However, the closest observation to the site was approximately 5.4km fiom the 
nearest turbine, there is no evidence of a regulaiiy occurring population of ecological significance using 
the site.
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7 419 Lesser Black-backed Gull

Wintering

The national wintering population of lesser black-backed gull is estimated to be 11,842 birds (Lewis et 
al., 2019a) and the county wintering population is estimated to be 99 birds*’ (I-WeBS mean count for the 
period 2016/17 - 2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regulariy occurring population of 118 birds 
is required for classification as National Importance and of just one bird for classification as County 
ImpcH'tance.

Lesser black-backed gull are an SCI species for Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (wintering population 
only). The foraging distance of lesser black-backed gull is a maximum of 181km (Thaxter etaJ., 2012), 
therefore there is potential for the population at die Proposed Development to be associated with this 
SPA. Lesser black-backed gull were regularly recorded at the site during the winter season, with a peak 
count of 73 birds being observed at the site. Flocks of coimty importance (>1 bird) were recorded 
regularly at the site. On a precautionary basis, it is considered that observations were associated with a 
population of Cotmty lo^iOEtance.

Breeding

The national breeding population of lesser black-backed gull is estimated to be 7,471 pairs (Burnell et 
al., 2023) and the county population is estimated to be 252 birds^ (Burnell et al., 2023). Therefore, as 
per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 74 pairs is required for classification as National 
Importance and of 2 pairs for classification as County Importance.

Lesser black-backed gull were regularly recorded at the site during the breeding season, with a peak 
count of nine birds being observed at the site. On a precautionary basis, it is considered that 
observations were associated with a population of Coun^ Importance.

741.10 Mallard
The national wintering population of mallard is estimated to be 18,810 birds (Lewis etal., 2019a) and the 
county wintering population is estimated to be 1,332 birds (I-WeBS mean count for the period 2016/17 - 
2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 188 birds is required for 
classification as National Importance and of 13 birds for classification as County Importance.

Mallard were only observed during waterbird distribution and abimdance surveys, with the closest 
observation being approximately 4.3km fi-om the nearest turbine. Therefore, there is no evidence of a 
regularly occurring population of ecological s4paificance using the site.

7.4.1.11 Teal
The national wintering population of teal is estimated to be 27,644 birds (NPWS Article 12 Reporting) 
and the county wintering population is estimated to be 2,817 birds (I-WeBS mean count for the period 
2016/17 - 2020/21). Therefore, as per NRA (2009), a regularly occurring population of 276 birds is 
required for classification as National Importance and of just 28 birds for classification as County 
Importance.

^ It is tkefy that this Bgun is an mdertsOmate of the county population given that this ^secies will utilise agiicultural grasslands 
and odier habBats not typically surveyed during /- WeBS counts.
^ It is likely Aat this Ijgure is an underestimate of Ae coun^population given Aat Ais species will utilise agricultural grasslands 
and other habitats not tyjtically surveyed during I-WeBS counts.
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Teal were (xaty observed during waterfaird distribution and abundance surveys, widi the closest 
obs«vatioa being af^voximately 7km from the nearest turbine. Therefore, there is no evidence of a 
regulaxty occurring population of ecological using the site.

7 4112 Kestrel
As reported (2006-2012) under Article 12 of the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC), the national 
breeding population estimates of kestrel in the Republic of Ireland is 13,500 birds. Therefore, a 
regularly occurring populaticm of 135 birds is required for classification as National Importance. There 
are no published figures for the County Wexford pc^ulaticm of kestrel. Using the distribution of kestrel 
across Ireland from (he breeding bird adas^ (2007-2011) the Coimty population kestrel is estim^d to 
be 540 birds. Therefore, a regularly occurring population of five birds is required for classification of 
County Importance.

Kestrel was observed within 500m of die turbines on 29 occasicms. The maximum number of birds 
recorded within the site from the winter seasons surveyed was two birds. There was one probable 
breeding territory identified adjacent to the site. Given the frequency of observations and the presence 
of a breeding territory, die population reccxded at the site was assigned Local In^>ortance (Ifi^er 
value).

74113 Snipe
As repKirted (2013-2018) under Article 12 of the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC), the national 
breeding population estimates of snipe in the Republic of Ireland is 8,550 no. birds. Therefore, a 
regularly occurring population of 86 birds is required for classification as National Importance. There 
are no published figures for the County Wexford population of snipe. Using the distribution of snipe 
across Ireland from the breeding bird adas^ (2007-2011) the County population of snipe is estimated to 
be 171 birds. Therefore, a regularly occurring peculation of one bird is required for the classification of 
County Important

Snipe was observed within 500m of die turl^es on cmly one occasion, with only cme bird being 
observed. All other observations woe between 800m and 73km from the nearest turbine. Givra the 
infrequency of observations, and the low numbers observed, there is no evidence cf a r^ulaily 
occurring population of ecolt^cal significance using the site.

74114 Buzzard
The national population of buzzard is estimated to be 1,938 breeding pairs (NFWS Article 12 
Reporting. In the absence of more detailed county4evel information, the county population is 
estimated to be 75 breeding pairs, assuming an even spatial distribution across the 26 counties of 
Ireland. Buzzard is not an SCI an SPA in Ireland, nor listed on Aimex 1 of die Birds Directive, and is 
a Green listed BoCCl species, indicating it is of lower ctmservation priority.

Buzzard was regularly observed within the site and surrounds during the breeding and winter seasons. 
Birds were hunting within the site and there were four confirmed breeding territories located between 
approximately 600m to 2.3km from the nearest turbine. Thus, this species is considered to be a 
populadon of Local Inqiortaiice ^li^er value) on the basis of a residen^-egularly occurring population 
assessed to be important at the local level.

* Bird Adas data tom the National Biodiversity Data Centre was used to estimate the county populatkjo. Presenc^^bsence 
hectad data mw used to estimate the propcedoa of the aationaJ population that occurs in the county. The national population tMU 
then multiplied by this percentage to give a county population estimate.
^ &rd Adas data Bom the National Biodiversity Data Centre tvas used to estimate the county populatkM. Presenc^^bsence 
hectad data was used to estimate the propteton of the national popuktioo that occurs in the county. The nationalpopulatiai i*«5 
then mukplied by this percentage to give a county population estimak.

7J9



N4 1^^^^ Ctutigdockrell Wnd Ftm Exttasioo of OpenboMl Lilt
* * ^ Cb 7Birds F-SOasmOS -2106*7

74.115 Sparrowhawk
The national population of spaiTOwhawkis estimated to be 11,859 birds (Lewis etal., 2019b). In the 
absence of more detailed county-level information, the county population is estimated to be 456 birds, 
assuming an even spatial distribution across the 26 counties of Ireland. Sparrowhawk is not an SCI of 
any Irish SPA, nor listed on Annex I of the Birds Directive, and is a Green listed BoCCI species, 
indicating it is of lower conservation priority.

Sparrowhawk was regularly observed within the Site and its surroundings during the breeding and 
winter seasons. Birds were himting within the site and while no breeding territories were identified, it is 
assumed that this species is resident in the area. Thus, this species is considered to be a population of 
Local hi^oitance (Hi^er value) on the basis of a residen^egularly occurring population assessed to 
be important at the local level.

7 4116 Passerine (Red Listed)
Grey wagtail, meadow pipit, redwing, stock dove, swift and yellowhammer are Red listed in Ireland. As 
per SNH guidance, it is considered that passerine species are not significantly impacted by wind farms. 
Therefore, populations recorded were deemed to be of no greyer than Local Importance (Lower 
Value).
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7.4.2 Identification of Key Ornithological Receptors
Table 7-11 outlines the rationale for including or excluding each target s{>ecies recorded during field surveys as a KOR. The conservation status, population importance 
evaluation following NRA (2009) and a detailed explanation for inclusion/exclusion as a KOR is provided. The sensitivity of species included as KORs are then evaluated in 
the following section.

T^Je 7-U Receptor evahiatioo andseiectton crileriM nUktnale

Spedes Conservation Status NRA Evaluation Rationale for inclusion/exclusion as KOR KOR

Golden Plover Annex I Birds Directive 
& SCI of Wexford
Harbor and Slobs SPA

Wnter

No populations 
ecological Importance 
recorded

No population d ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for 
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development will have a significant 
effect on this wedes.

No

Kingfisher Annex I Birds Directive A^^Ider

No populations d 
ecological importance 
recorded

No populaticm erf' ecological significance was recorded utilising die site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for 
disturbance/displacement and cerfHsion risk are limited and there is no 
evidoice to su^;est that die Proposed Development will have a significant 
effect (m this species.

No

Peregrine Falcon Annex I Birds Directive AH Seasons

County Importance

During the breeding and winter season, peregrine were observed within the 
site, and the individuals recorded are considered to be associated with a 
population of County Importance. The potential for displacement and 
collision risk cannot be excluded. As such, an assessment for displacement 
and collision risk is required for peregrine.

Yea

BIack4ieaded Gull SCI d Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA (Winter 
Season)

Winter

County Importance

Diulng the winter season, black-headed gull were observed within the site, 
and the flocks recorded are considered to be associated with a population of 
County Importance. The potential for displacement and collision risk cannot

Yea
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Species Conservation Status NRA Evaluation Rationale for inclusion/exclusion as KOR KOR
be excluded. As such, an assessment for displacement and collision risk is 
required for black-headed gull.

Brent Goose SCI of Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA

Winter

No populations of 
ecological importance 
recorded

No population of ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for . .
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development will have a significant 
effect on this species. Bl

No

Cormorant SCI (rf Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA

Wnter

No populations of 
ecological importance 
recorded

No population of ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for .. ^ '
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no . .
evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development wiU have a ri^iificant, . v 
effect on this spedes.

No

■ •yi-Xf'

Grey Heron SCI of Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA

Winter

No populations of 
ecological importance 
recorded

No population of ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for 
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development will have a significant 
effect on this spedes.

No

Lapwing SO of Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA &

Winter No population ctf ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
die extendve suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential

No

BoCCI Red List No populations of 
ecological importance 
recorded

disturbance/di^lacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence te suggest that the Ih-c^osed Development will have a rignificant 
effect on this spedes.

Lesser Black-backed 
GiUl

SO of Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA (Winter 
Season)

Winter

County Lnpoitance

During the breeding and winter season, lesser black-backed gull were 
observed within the site, and the flocks recorded are considered to be 
associtUed with a popiflalion of County hnportance. The potoitial for

1
Yet
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Spedes Conservation Status NRA Evaluation Rationale for inclusion/exclusion as KOR KOR

Breeding

County bnportance

di^lacement and collision risk cannot be excluded. As such, an assessment 
for displacement and ct^llsion risk is required for lesser black-backed guU.

Mallard SCI of Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA

Winter

No populations of 
ecological importance 
recorded

No population of ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for 
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the I^oposed Development wiU have a significant 
effect on this species.

No

Teal SCI of Wexford Harbor 
and Slobs SPA

Winter

No populations of 
ecological importance 
recorded

No population of ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential for 
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development will have a significant 
effect on this spedes.

No

Kestrel BoCCI Red List An Seasons

Local Importance 
{Hi^er Value)

During the breeding and winter season, kestrel were observed within the site 
and are resident in the area, with a probable breeding territory being 
identified. The individuab recorded are considered to be associated with a 
population of Local Importance. The potential for displacement and collision 
risk cannot be excluded. As such, an assessment fcM* displacement and 
collision risk is required for kestrel.

Yei

Snipe BoCCI Red List An Seasons

No populations of 
ecological im{>ortance 
recorded

No population of ecological significance was recorded utilising the site during 
the extensive suite of surveys conducted. As such, the potential 
disturbance/displacement and collision risk are limited and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development will have a significant 
effect on this species.

No
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Species Conservation Status NRA Evaluation Rationale for inclusion/exclusion as KOR KOR

Buzzard BoCCI Green List; a 
species sensitive to Wind 
Farm Developments

All Seasons

Local Importance 
(Higher Value)

During the breeding and winter season, buzzard were observed within the site 
and are resident in the area, with four confirmed breeding territories being 
identified. The individuals recorded are considered to be associated with a 
population of Local Importance. The potential for displacement and collision 
risk cannot be excluded. As such, an assessment for displacement and 
collision risk is required for buzzard.

Yes

SpaiTowhawk BoCCI Green Dst; a 
species sensitive to Wind 
Farm Developments

AH Seasons

Local Importance 
(Hi^er Value)

During the breeding and winter season, sparrowhawk were observed within 
die site and are resident in the area. TLie individuals recorded are considered 
to be associated with a population of Local Importance. The potential for 
displacement and collision risk caimot be excluded. As such, an assessment 
for dispboement and collision risk is required for spurOMHhaDdt.

Yet

Passerine (Red 
listed)

BoCCI Red List AH Seasons

Local Importance 
(Lower Value)

As per NatureScot guidance, it is generally considered diat passerine bird 
species are not significandy impacted by wind farms due to their life history.
As such, the potential for disturbance/displacement and collision risk are 
limited and there is no evidence to suggest that the Proposed Development 
will significandy impact this species.

No

TiW
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43 Key Ornithological Receptor Sensitivity 
Determination
Criteria developed by Perdval (2003) for assessing bird sensitivity within the Site is presented in Table 
7-3 (Section 7.2.6). The sensitivity of the KORs, as per Perdval (2003), are listed below, including the 
rationale for their respective sensitivity classification.

Very Hl^ Seaistttvi^ KORs are:

> Black-headed Gull (winter season; SCI of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA) 
y Lesser black-backed Gull (winter season; SCI of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs

SPA)

Medium Sensitivity KORs are:

y Peregrine Falcon (all seasons; Annex I) 
y Kestrel (all seasons; Red List)
y Lesser black-backed Gull (breeding season; County important population)

Low Sensitivity KORs are:
> Buzzard (all seasons; lower conservation concern)
y SpaiTowhawk (all seasons; lower conservation concern)

Potential Impacts
All elements of the Proposed Development have been considered in assessing impacts on KORs. This 
section is structured as ft^ws:

y Assessment of ‘Do-Nothing’ Scenario
y Assessment of impacts in relation to KORs during the extended operation period and 

decommissioning
y Assessment of impacts on designated areas

7 51 ‘Do-Nothing’ Scenario
If the Proposed Development were not to proceed, the existing Castledockrell Wind Farm turbines will 
be decommissioned in August 2025, as per the existing permission. Upon decommissioning of the 
existing Castledockrell Wind Farm, the 11 no. turbines would be removed fi-om site. It is considered 
the more environmentally prudent approach to leave all roads and hardstands in situ. Many of the 
existing site roads are utilised by local landowners for agricultural access, so these will remain in place. 
Any hardstands or access roads that are not being used for agricultural access will be left to regenerate 
and revegetate rtaturally. If the Proposed Development were not to proceed, the opportunity to 
generate renewable energy and electrical supply the national grid would be lost, as would the 
opportunity to ftuiher contribute to meeting Government and EU targets for the production and 
consumption of electricity from renewable resources and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. It 
is assumed that the character of the bird community, including the KORs identified, will remain much 
as it is described in the baseline ornithological conditions.
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7.5.2 Collision Risk Assessment
Collision-related mortality at the wind farm was estimated using the GenEst software package (version 
1.4.9; Dalthorp et al., 2023). The results of carcasses found during collision monitoring surveys were 
input into a model, along with information on the existing wind farm and survey effort, such as the 1) 
number of turbines, 2) the area surveyed and the 3) survey effort This generated an estimate of 
mortally at the existing wind farm, which was then ctxrected for 4) searcher efficiency, 5) scavenger 
removal and 6) detection probability, based on the results of the triak.

The model estimates with 90% confidence that between 3 and 21 bird fatalities occurred over the study 
period at the existing wind farm (estimated mortality = 9.34 birds [confidence intmTals 3.00-20.74]). This 
scales to 1.73 [confidence intervals 0.07-1.73] birds per turbine per year or 0.34 [confidence intervals 
0.11*0.76] birds per megawatt hour.

7-46
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7.5.3 Effects on Key Ornithological Receptors during Operation and Decommission
The tables in the following sections describe potential effects on KORs that may occur during the operation and decommission of the wind farm. The magnitude and 
significance of these effects are then defined according to Percival (2003) and EPA (2022) criteria.

7.5.3.1 Peregrine Falcon
Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development 

Operational Phase

Dire^ Habitat Loss

Displacement and 
Barrier Effect

Direct habitat loss effects are not anticipated as there is no new infrastructure 
proposed. ^ ^

Peregrine falcon was recorded on four occasions at the site during surveys.
The majori^ of the habitat within the site is agricultural grassland, which has 
some ecological value for himting birds. The availability of large areas of 
similar alternative suitable habitat (i.e. improved grassland) in the 
surroundings, limits the potential for significant displacement effects. Of the 
two observations during vantage point surveys, one was within 50m of the 
turbines, the second was 50-500m from turbines. This is potential evidence of 
habituation to the presence of the existing turbines. As documented by 
Ruddock et al. (2007) peregrine can become accustomed to various sources of 
human disturbance. Given that the site is infrequently visited by this species, 
and that when recorded peregrine have been recorded flying close to the wind 
farm, no significant effect of displacement or barrier effect are antidp^d at 
the county, national or international level.

Significance (Perdval, 2003)

-ni;;

Peregrine 
surveys 

•with aity 
is'iiot like

_ Ig’d on only four occasions 
^ha&itats of the Site are unlikely 

en fffis absence from the Site coUision-rel 
anfly impact this spedCT and the predicted

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity spedes and Low 
impact corresponds to a Very 
Zoiveffect significance.

■ep>ss ■

Significance (EPA, 2022)

likdy longterm constant 
sl^t negative effect

7W/
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Potential effects during the operational and decomnmsionmg phases of the Proposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EIPA, 2C^)

is negligible. In addition, it is noted that the collision monitoring surveys 
provide a representative sample of bird fatalities and no peregrine falcon 
frailties were recorded. No significant effects are anticipated at the county, 
national or international level.

impact corresponds to a Very 
Zoweffect significance.

Decommissioning Phase 1

Direct Halritat Lon Once die current planning permission expires (2025) the footprint of the 
development will revert to its original use as agricultural rou^ pasture and 
crops. This will provide a slight increase in the availability of pasture and crop 
habitat locally. However, this will only result in a ne^gible increase in 
available habitat relative to its abundance in the wider surroundings. 
Furthermore, these habitats are not unique to the Site or rare locally. 
Altem^ively, if the operational life is extended (i.e. by c.20 years), a less 
invasive decommissioning jqiproach is proposed as part of this application 
(refer to Appendix 44) which would include removing infrastructure (e.g. 
turbines etc.) but leaving die narrow corridor of the onsite roads in situ. No 
significant effects are anticipated in eidier scenario.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negi^ble. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Very 
LoweSeoX significance.

likety loo^teim constant 
non-significant positive 
effect

Disturbance Peregrine ialcon was occasimially recorded at the site. On a precautionary 
basis, it is assumed that some temporary displacement may occur during 
decommissioning works. However, given the low frequency of occurrence and 
the extent of suitable hunting habitat in the surrounding area, no significant 
displacement b anticipated at die county, national or international level.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity species and Ne^igibie 
impact corresponds to a Very 
XoiK effect tlgniflcance.

Liki^ short-tenn frequent 
non-significant negative 
effect
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7.5.3.2 Black-headed Gull
Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development 

Operational Phase

Significance (Percival, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct HaUtat Loh

Displacement and 
Barrier Effect

Direct habitat loss effects are not anticipated as there is no new: 
proposed.__________ ^____________________________ •

Black'headed gull were regulariy recorded at the Site during the winter season 
only, llie majority of the habitat within the site is agricultural grassland, which 
is of some ecological value to foraging black-headed gull. In addition, 
significant avoidance of the existing turbines was not evident within the study 
area, as much of the observed black-headed gull activity during vantage point 
siuveys was close to die turbines: 18% were 100-200m from turbines and 35% 
were 200-500m from turbines (the remaining 47% were 500m+ from turbines). 
Therefore, it is likely diat black-headed gull will continue to utilise the area 
within 500m of the turbines, in the way diey currendy are, and significant 
impacts of displacement and bairier effects are not anticipated.

Furthermore, significant areas of suitable foraging habitat for the species occur 
in the wider landsc^e and will be retained. The onsite improved grassland is 
not a rare habitat type or unique to the Site. In the event of displacement, 
there are extensive areas of similar habitat in the wider area. This would likely 
render such an effect inconsequential. No significant effect of displacement or 
barrier effect are

This species was recorded flying within the Site, including 
PCH. However, collision-related mortality incidents for this 
detected during 12 months of dog-led searches at all turbine basc^^^eri .pn^^ 
available data, collision-related mortality is not likely to significandympa^lli^ 
species and the predicted collision risk is low. No significant effects are"' 
anticipated. V __

TTie magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a Very High 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect significance.

je mt^dC^e onh^effecf •

■ ■ ■ eaes a
ndsto

likely lon^^tenn coutant 
slight negative effect

aiJ.S '
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Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct Habitat Loss Once die current planning permission expires (2025) the footprint of the 
existing Castledockrell Wind Farm will be left to naturally regenerate and 
revegetate. This will provide a slight increase in the availability natural habitat 
locally. However, this will only result in a ne^igible increase in available 
habitat relative to its abundance in the wider surroundings. Furthermore, diese 
habitats are not unique to the Site or rare locally. Alternatively, if the 
operational life is extended (i.e. by c.20 years), a less invasive 
deconunissioning approach is proposed which would include removing 
infrastructure (e.g. turbines etc.) but leaving the narrow corridor of the onsite 
roads in situ, as is set out in Appendix 4-4. No significant effects are anticipated 
in either scenario.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Ne^igible. The 
cross tablature of a Very 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect significance.

lik^ long-term cemstant 
non-aignificant positive 
effect

Disturbance There is potential fen* displacement of wintering black4ieaded gull within the
Site during decommissioning works. However, given the abundance of similar 
suitable habitat in the surrounding area and that this is a widespread species 
that forages in an abundant habitat in Ireland (e.g. inqsroved grassland), no 
significant displacement is anticipated.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Ne^^Ue. The 
cross tablature of a Very High 
sensitivity species and N^giNe 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect Bisntficaiice.

iJkdIy shorMenn frequent 
alight negative effect
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7.5.33 Lesser Black-backed Gull (Wintering)
Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development 

(Operational Phase

Direct habitat loss effects are not anticipated as there is no new infrastructure 
proposed.

Lesser black-backed gull were regulaiiy recorded at the Site during the winter 
season. The majority of the habitat within the site is agricultural grassland, 
which is of some ecological value for foraging lesser black-backed gull. In 
addition, significant avoidance of the existing turbines was not evident within 
the study area, as much of the observed lesser black-backed gull activity during 
vantage point surveys was close to the turbines: 4% were up to 50m from 
turbines, 19% were 50-200m from turbines and 41% were 200^500m from 
turbines (the remaining 36% were 500m-^ from turbines). Therefore, it is likely 
that lesser black-backed gull will conttnue to utilise the area within 500m of the 
turbines and sipiifrcant impacts of displacement and barrier effects are not 
anticipated.

Fiuthermore, significant areas of suitable foraging habitat for the species occur 
in die wider landscape and will be retained. In the event of displacement, 
there are extensive areas of similar habitat in the wider area e.g. Improved 
grassland. This would likely render such an effect inconsequential. No 
aigniflcant effect of dfrplacement or barrier effect are anticipated.

Significance (Perdval, 2003)

No Effect j

Significance (EPA, 2022)

The magniUide of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a Very High 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect significance.

iJkdy Icmg^tenn cocitant 
all^t negative effect

This species was recorded flylt^*Mthinme Site,jincluding 11 oBSSB^onsat- 
PCH. However, collision-related mortality incidents for this species Were Jlo^ . 
detected during 12 months of dog-led searches at all turbine bases, nasfid. on 
available data, collision-related mortality. is -noT likely to significantly diis.
species and the predicted collision risk^ low. No significant effects are., 
anticipated. ^ •Ml

The rnagnimde'bfff^^ert is Lfftefy ccnub^
assess^ as N^Mble. The^ -:J',
cross tablaturejd^^j^^^H^^ '■?.
sensitivity 
impact cdfreaRnroiNgj^lHe^lEy;.: 
effect

7>r/
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Potential effects during the operational and deconunissioniDg phases of the Proposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct Habitat Loss Once die current plannii^ permission expires (2025) the foo^rint of the 
development will be left to naturally regenerate and revegetate. This will 
provide a slight increase in die availabili^ natural habitat locally. However, 
this will only result in a ne^gible increase in available habitat relative to its 
abundance in die wider surroundings. Furthermore, these habitats are not 
unique to the Site or rare locally. Alternatively, if the operational life is 
extended (i.e. by c.20 years), a new less invasive decommissioning approach is 
proposed which would include removing infrastructure (e.g. turbines etc.) but 
leaving the narrow corridor of the onsite roads in situ, as detailed in Appendix 
44. No significant effects are andciptUed in either scenario

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negl^tde. The 
cross tablature of a Very 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect significance.

likety longtonn conitant 
non-significant positive 
effect

Disturbance There is potential fm* displacement of wintering lesser black-backed gull within 
the study area during decommissioning works. However, given the abundance 
of similar suitable habitat in die surrounding area and that this is a widespread 
species and not a habitat specialist, no significant displacement is anticipated.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a VeiyHi^ 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect significaiice.

likely shortterm frequent 
slight negative effect
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7.5.3 4 Lesser Black-backed Gull (Breeding)
Potential effects diuing the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development

()pfrati(mal Phase

Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct Ibbitat Lobs Direct halatat loss effects are not anticipated as there is no new infrastructure 
proposed.

No Effect No Effect

Displacement and 
Barrier Effect

Lesser black-backed gull were regulariy recorded at the site during die 
breeding season. The majority of the habitat within die Site is agricultural 
grassland, which is of some ecological value to this spedes. In addition, 
significant avoidance of the existing turbines was not evident within a 500m 
radius of the Uirbines, as much of the observed lesser black-backed gull activity 
during vantage point surveys was close to the turbines: 15% were up to 50m 
from tuihines, 31% were 50-100m from turbines and 46% were 200-500m from 
turbines (the remaining 8% were 500m+ from turbines). Therefore, It is likely 
that lesser black-backed gull vrill continue to utilise the study area and 
significant impacts of displacement and barrier effects are not anddpated.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Neg^ble. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity ^des and Ne^igiMe 
impact corresponds to a Vety SI 
XoM'effect significance.

-—SSL

T Ikf Ijr long tfsiii rnnstmt
non-slgiiificant negative^

Furthermore, significant areas of suitable foraging habitat for the species occur 
in the wider landsc^e and will be retained. In the event of displacement, 
there are extensive areas of similar habitat in the wider area. This would likely 
render such an effect inconsequential. No significant effect of displacement or 
barrier effect are anticipated.

CoBtslon Risk This species was recorded flying within the Site, including six observations at 
PCH. However, collision-related mortality inddents for this species were not 
detected during 12 months of dog-led searches at all turbine bases. Based on 
available data, collision-related mortality is not likely to significandy impact this 
spedes and the predicted collision risk is low. No significant effects are 
anticipated.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity spedes and Neg^gible 
impact corresponds to a Veiy 

effect significance.

likety longterm constant 
non-significant negative 
effect

Decommissioning Phase
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Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct Habitat Loss Once the current planning permission expires (2025) die foo^rint of the 
development will be left to naturally regenerate and revegetate. This will 
provide a slight increase in the availability of natural habitat locally. However, 
this will only result in a negligible increase in available habitat relative to its 
abundance in the wider surroundings. Furthermore, these habitats are not 
unique to the Site or rare locally. Akematively, if the operational life is 
extended (i.e. by c.20 years), a new less invasive decommissioning approach is 
proposed which would include removing infrastructure (e.g. turbines etc.) but 
leaving die narrow corridor of the onsite roads in situ. No significant effects are 
anticipated in either scenario.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Neg^ble. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity spedes and Ne^pNe 
impact corresponds to a Vay 
XofK effect significance.

likety long^enn conitant 
nonsignificant poslttve 
effect

Disturbance There is potential for displacement of breeding lesser black-backed gull within 
the study area during decommissioning worits. However, given the abundance 
of similar suitable habitat in the surrounding area and that this is a widespread 
spedes and not a habitat specialist, no significant displacement are antidpated.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Negligible. The 
cross tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity spedes and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Veiy 
ZoH'effect sisnificance.

likely ahorMenn frequent 
nonsignificant negative 
effect

7St



Ml<0> nwfcf»i-hWf EMmalOB iifOpattteatllJh
Cb7aKk-F'J(aS.OlO!-3im4?

7.5.35 Kestrel
Potential effects diiring the operational and decommissioning phases of the Prc^)osed Development 

Operational Phase

Direct Habitat Loss

Displacement and 
Banler Effect

. 7 “- TV *

Direct habitat loss effects are not anticipated as there is no new infrastrucbJ^
-E2]
The majority of the habitat within the Site la agricultural grasslands. These 
habitats are used by kestrel for foraging.

Kestrel was observed within .'lOOm of die turbines on 29 occasions. The 
maximum number of birds recorded within the Site ixom the winter seasons 
surveyed was two birds. There was one breeding territory Identified at^cent 
to the ^e. This indicates that this species is resident locally. In addition, 
significant avoidance of the existing turbines was not evident within the study 
area, as much of the observed kestrel activity during vantage point surveys was 
close to the turbines: 13% were within 50m of the Oirbines, 33% were 50-lOOm 
fit>m turbines, 17% were 100‘200m from turbines and 21% were 200^00m frt>m 
turbines (the remaining 16% were 500m-^ from turbines). This observation is 
fuidier coTTob<M^d in the literature: kestrels have been found to only show 
low levels of turbine avoidance and are known to continue foraging activity 
close to turbines (Pearce-Higgins etaJ., 2009). Therefore, it is Ukely that kestrel 
will continue to utilise the Site and significant impacts of displacement and 
barrier effects are not aoi:jd|gnrted at die cminty, national or international level.

Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

This species was recorded flying within the Site, including 
and within 5()m of turbines. However, collision-related mortality 
this species were not detected during 12 months of dog-led searches at it^lature of a Mectum

P* o..

turbine bas^'Furd^^^re, although lilcety^breeding locally^i^^sts 
identified within the Site. Thii. limits the potenbal for simificafif^^lisinn '
as the flight 
available _ ^1^^^ is pot li^

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Medium 
sensttivity species and Low 
impact corresponds to a Low ; 
effect significance.

The n^ll^tude of the effeU is.; : 
r^eswd as 1^. The cross

iiipjnres
set sHoi^^e^'

Low

likely long'tenn coortant 
sli^t negative effect

lAeiy lqn|^|Bnii coneb^.-
8l^t'n§pffiivieS^''’vUv

•> r i r** ''“'i , 'Vk .
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Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

species and the predicted collision risk is low. No significant effects are 
anticipated at the county, national or international level.

Decommissioning Phase

Direct Habitat Loss Once the current planning permission expires (2025) the footprint of the 
development will be left to naturally regenerate and revegetate. This will 
provide a slight increase in the availability of natural habitat locally. However, 
this will only result in a neg^^ble increase in available habitat rehUive to its 
abundance in the wider surroundir^. Furthermore, diese habitats are not 
unique to the Site or rare locally. Altematrvety, if the operational life is 
extended {i.e. by c.20 years), a new less invasive decommissioning approach is 
proposed which would include removing infrastructure (e.g. turbines etc.) but 
leaving the narrow corridor of the onsite roads in situ. No significant effects are 
anticipated in either scenario.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity species and Low 
impact corresponds to a Low 
effect significance.

Likely locg-tenn constant 
non-dgnlficant positive 
effect

Disturbance Kestrel were regulariy recorded within the study area and surrounds 
throughout die breeding and winter season. Birds were hunting in the Site, but 
no breeding behaviour was observed within the wind farm. There is potential 
for displacement of hunting kestrel within the Site during decommissioning 
worics. However, given the abundance of similar suitable hunting habitat in the 
surrounding area and that diis is a widespread species and not a habitat 
specialist, no significant displacement are anticipated at the county, national or 
international level

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Medium 
sensitivity species and Low 
impact curresponds to a Low 
effect significance.

Lik^ shoit^enn frequent 
sli^t negative effect
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7.5.36 Buzzard
Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Ih'oposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

()[!rr.t?u>!i.t! Phase

Dferact Habitat Loss

Displacement and 
Baiiler Effect

ColBaion Risk

Direct habitat loss effects are not anticipated 2is there is no new it
proposed.
The majority of the habitat within the 500m radius of turbines is agricultural 
grasslands. These habitats are used by buzzard for foraging.

Bu2zard was regularly observed within the site and surrounds during the 
breeding and winter seasons. Birds were hunting within the site and there were 
four confirmed breeding territories located between sq^proximately 800m and 
2.3km from the nearest turbine.

Busard were regularly recorded within the 500m radius of turbines and 
surrounds throughout die breeding and winter season and are resident, with 
breeding confirmed offsite in the locality. Significant avoidance of the existing 
turbines was not evident within the study area. Much of the observed buzzard 
activity was close to the turbines: during vantage point surveys 16% were 0-50m 
from turl^es, 44% were 50-200m from turbines and 28% were 200-500m from 
turbines (the remaining 12% were 500m+ from turbines). Therefore, it is likely 
that buzzard will continue to utilise die study area and significant impacts of 
displacement and barrier effects are not anticipated at the county, national or 
international level'

This species was lefllATled il^ng vridiin the wind farm, incl^Ii^ 
observations at PCH and 50m of turbines. However, cdilision-reiyiBd 
mortality incidents for thisj^^M were not detected during 12 mcm^o 
led searches at all turbine^^TBased on available data, ct^tsion-re^^ 
mortah^ is not likely jgPi^Dificaittty impact diis .^ 
ccflirion jd^ isj^.
or iotematia^.leyel^

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Low sensitivity 
species and Low impact 
corresponds to a VetyLow 
effect significance.

Mahir's' nf a

No Effect

likety longterm cooatant 
sli^t negative effect

.•-r.-K.*:. G-i* —
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Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development 

Decommissioning Phase

Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct Habitat Loss Once the current planning permission expires (2025) the foo^rint of the 
development will revert to its original use as agricultural rou^ pasture, crops 
and commercial forestry. This will provide a slight increase in the availability 
of pasture and crop habitat locally. However, this will only result in a 
ne^gible increase in available habitat relative to its abundance in the wider 
surroundings. Furthermore, these habitats are not unique to the Site or rare 
locally. Alternatively, if the operational hfe is extended (i.e. by c.20 years), a 
new less invasive decommissioning approach is proposed which would include 
removing infrastructure (e.g. turbines etc.) but leaving the narrow corridor of 
the onsite roads in situ. No sijuiificant effects are anticipated in either scenario.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Ne^igible. The 
cross tablature of a Low 
sensitivity species and Negligible 
impact corresponds to a Vay 
LoweSect s^nificance.

lik^lon^^term constant 
non^gnificant positive 
effect

Disturbance Buzzard were regularly recorded within the study area throughout the 
breeding and winter season and birds were observed hunting in the Site. Thus, 
there is potential for displacement of buzzard within the Site during 
decommissioning works. However, given that there is similar habitat used by 
buzzard in the surrounding area and that this is an abundant widespread 
species and not a habitat specialist, no significant displacement are anticipated 
at the county, national or international level.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Low sensitivity 
species and Low impact 
corresponds to a VetyLow 
effect significance.

likely shorMenn fivquent 
sli^t negative effect
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7.5.37 Sparrowhawk
Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development

Operational Phase

Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

i

Direct Habitat Loss Direct habitat loss effects are not anticipated as there is no new infrastructure 
proposed.

No Effect No Effect

Dlsplacemeot and 
Barrier Effect

The majority of die habitat within the study area is agricultural grasslands.
These habitats are used by sparrowhawk for foraging.

Sparrowhawk was regularly observed within the Site and its surrounds during 
the breeding and winter seasons. Birds were hunting within the Site and while 
no breeding territories were identified, it is assumed that this species is resident 
in the area.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Low sensitivity 
species and Z.01K impact 
corresponds to a Very Low 
effect s^nificance.

likely longterm constant 
slight negative effect

Sparrowhawk were regularly recorded within the study area and surrounds 7 
throu^out the breeding and winter seasons and are resident Significant 
avoidance of the existing turbines was not evident within the Site. There were 
several observations of sparrowhawk ftying close to turbines. Therefore, it is 
likely diat sparrowhawk will continue to utilise die Site and significant impacts 
of displacement and barrier effects are not anticipated at the coun^, national 
or international level.

PrtHirion Risk This species was recorded flying within the wind farm, including 50 
observations at PCH and within 50m of turbines. However, collision-related 
mortah^ incidents for this species were not detected during 12 months of dog- 
led searches at all turbine bases. Based on available data, collision-related 
mortality is not likely to significantly impact this species and the predicted 
collision risk is low. No significant effects are anticipated at die county, national 
or international level.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Zoir sensitivity 
species and Low impact 
corresponds to a Very Low 
effect significance.

likety long-term constant 
slight negative effect

Decommissioning Phase

59



Ml<0>
>/

CasdedocireU Wad Fann Exteasioa of Operational Life 

OrTBiixk F 202S.03.05 210847

1 Potential effects during the operational and decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development Significance (Perdval, 2003) Significance (EPA, 2022)

Direct Habitat Loss Once the current planning permission expires (2025) die footprint of the 
development will revert to its original use as ^ricultural rou^ pasture, crops 
and commercial forestry. This will provide a slight increase in the availability 
of pasture and crop habitat locally. However, this will only result in a 
ne^gible increase in available habitat relative to its abundance in the wider 
surroundings. Furthermore, these habitats are not unique to the Site or rare 
locally. Alternatively, if the operational life is extended (ie. by c.20 years), a 
new less invasive decommissioning approach is proposed which would include 
removing infrastructure (e.g. turbines etc.) but leaving the narrow corridor of 
the onsite roads in situ. No significant effects are anticipated in either scenario.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as N^IigiUe. The 
cross tablature of a Low 
sensitivity spedes and Negiipble 
impact correspcmds to a Vety 
XoiK effect significance.

likely longterm constant 
non-dgnificant positive 
effect

Disturbance Sparrowhawk were regularly recorded within the study area throu^out the 
breeding and winter season. Thus, diere is potential for displacement of 
sparrowhawk within the Site during decommissioning works. However, given 
that there is similar habitat used by sparrowhawk in the surrounding area and 
that this is an abundant widespread s{>ecies and not a habitat specialist, no 
significant displacement are anticipated at the county, national or international 
level.

The magnitude of the effect is 
assessed as Low. The cross 
tablature of a Low sensitivity 
spedes and Low impact 
corresponds to a VayLow 
effect significance.

Likety ahort^enn frequent 
sli^t negative effect
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